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Nancy Ascher, TTS President

I
know we are all eager to meet in Madrid for the

27th International Congress of The Transplantation

Society. The meeting will give us the opportunity to

exchange ideas and reaffirm our camaraderie. Nowadays,

we are all so busy and there are so many meetings that

sometimes it is difficult to prioritize what to attend.  All

transplant disciplines are represented at the meeting; this

gives us an opportunity to learn from experience with

other organs and from colleagues with expertise in areas

which apply to all organs. We have developed two new

committees – heart/ lung and anesthesia/critical care; we

will have an opportunity to hear from these disciplines as

well as from experts in xenotransplantation, cell

transplant, islet and pancreas, intestinal transplant and

rehabilitation, organ donation and procurement,

vascularized composite grafts, infectious disease, and

pediatric transplantation. As the largest global

organization of transplant professionals, TTS will also

afford you the chance to network with friends from

around the world. I look forward to seeing you there.

The Declaration of Istanbul Custodial Group will lead the

celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the Declaration of

Istanbul and give us all the opportunity to participate in

commenting on their draft update of the Declaration.

The idea is not to change the tenets of the Declaration,

but to reinforce the ability to combat transplant tourism

by promoting national self-sufficiency.

continues on page 2
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The Transplantation Society has been asked to respond to

the proposed Global Kidney Exchange- GKE. The TTS

Executive has publically stated our opposition to this

proposal, but I wanted to ensure that our membership

understands the rationale. The exchange involves an

international arrangement by which a donor/recipient pair

from a low or middle-income country is offered free

transplantation and early postoperative care at a center

within a high-income country. There is additional, but

limited (in time), longer term support. Our major

objections relate to the finite nature of long term follow

up, the potential for commercialization of the donor from

a low-income country, and the potential that such a

system does not foster the development of self-

sufficiency within the low or middle-income country. 

As transplant activity develops
around the world, we realize the
central role that TTS continues to
play in professional education, the
development of protocols for
optimal patient management,
dissemination of discovery in
transplant biology, and the ethical
framework for transplant activities.
We provide advice regarding the role of governments in

supporting transplant activities and the elements in

developing national self-sufficiency. Our efforts have

frequently been on a national basis as well as in

international forums. We have been fortunate to advise

the World Health Organization- WHO in their important

work articulating ethical transplant activity.
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Besides Madrid 2018, two important activities dictate your

participation. We have just finished a poll of our members

to give us an idea of where you would like to see the 2022

International Congress of The Transplantation Society

held. The sites we examined were Buenos Aires, Istanbul

and Montreal (listed alphabetically). The membership poll

will be an important variable in consideration of the

viability of each site. It was gratifying to see the large

numbers of TTS members who took the time to let us

know your preferences. We hope to announce the

selected site by the time of the Madrid meeting.

The other major activity in which your participation is key

is the TTS election of new council members and

executives for the 2018-2020 term. You have been sent

the slate of individuals who represent a wide breadth of

specialties and regions; it is our responsibility to choose

those individuals who represent what is best in our

organization. Representation on Council is reflective of

the different regions making up the global transplant

community; the number of councilors representing each

region is determined by the number of TTS members in

the region. Our membership is rapidly growing in the

Middle East and Latin America. The Transplantation

Society is unique among transplantation groups in that

we have an open election and EVERY individual on the

ballot is voted on by EVERY member throughout the

world. This approach serves to protect our global nature

and allows us to elect individuals who will further our

global perspective. We will announce the 2018-2020

election results by the time of the Madrid meeting.

With your help and participation, I am confident of the

central role of The Transplantation Society in supporting

and shaping transplant activity throughout the world.

I look forward to seeing you in Madrid!

Sincerely,

Nancy L. Ascher, M.D, PhD

President, The Transplantation Society

Professor, Department of Surgery

University of California, San Francisco

TTS
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3 MoNThS To go!

an exciting and cutting-edge program 4

world-renowned leaders in the field 4

a cosmopolitan and culturally-rich venue 4

the TTS 2018 Congress is set to be an

exclusive and outcome-driven experience!        

CoUNTdoWN

to Madrid!

regiSTer

Today!
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deTailed prograM NoW available!

A searchable database in which you can read abstracts, look up speakers and bios,
and more! Coordinate your Congress schedule in advance with this useful tool!

pleNary SeSSioNS

Session 1: Improving Patient Outcomes - Organ Donation
Session 2: Future Developments in Transplantation - From Immunotherapy

to Tissue Engineering

Session 3: How Will Big Data Transform Medicine and Transplantation

MorNiNg SyMpoSia

Start each day with 6 concurrent sessions on various topics ranging from
presumed content in organ donation, and improving patient outcomes, to novel
therapies in VCA, and a “Pearls of Wisdom” symposium for Young Investigators.

STaTe-of-The-arT SeSSioNS

10 concurrent sessions showcasing novel ideas and new techniques. Topics include
stem cell transplantation, preoperative management, gender in transplantation and
a joint session of The Transplantation Society, American Society of Transplantation
and European Society of Organ Transplantation on recent efforts to revitalize and
reinvigorate clinical trials.

lUNCh & learN SeSSioNS

Sixty groups over three days, each featuring a facilitator leading a discussion with a
maximum of nine delegates. A reservation fee applies so be sure to book your spot!
Delegates will be limited to one Lunch & Learn to allow for maximum participation. 

poST-gradUaTe CoUrSeS

On June 30th and July 1st, prior to the opening of the Congress, educational
leaders in basic and clinical science will offer their insights and knowledge on
academic survival, precision thinking, clinical crowdsourcing, organ shortage, the
future of transplantation, and more!

pre-CoNgreSS WorkShopS

These in-depth full-day or half-day workshops will be lead by diverse sections and
groups in the field of transplantation: the Virtual Global Transplantation Laboratory,
World Transplant Games Federation, Women in Transplantation, Cell Transplant and
Regenerative Medicine Society, Transplant Infectious Disease, International
Xenotransplantation Society, International Transplant Nurses Society, Declaration of
Istanbul Custodian Group, and International Pediatric Transplant Association.



TTS 2018 MADRID
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First held in 2001, the FOCiS Annual Meeting draws
the best clinician scientists from around the world
to participate in the scientific program, bringing

together cutting-edge science from various disease fields
related to clinical immunology. .

The FOCiS approach to clinical immunology is unique,
concentrating on breaking down clinical barriers between
specialties and focusing on the shared pathologies of
diseases and conditions. At FOCiS 2018, researchers and
clinicians from over 40 disease and specialty-specific
societies will unite to share knowledge across traditional
disease borders, and identify commonalities between
treatments and therapies that are life changing for those
affected with immune-mediated diseases.

Why FOCiS 2018 is Right for You!
• GET AHEAD:

See the latest developments across immunology 
disciplines to uncover novel solutions to the 
challenges facing the transplantation community

• GROW YOUR KNOWLEDGE:
Three educational courses held before the meeting 
to fill your knowledge gaps, including Basic 
Immunology in Medicine, Cancer Immunity and 
Immunotherapy, and Systems Immunology. Package 
registration rates are available

• NETWORK WITH COLLEAGUES:
FOCiS 2018 is large enough to draw leaders from 
across immunology disciplines, but small enough to 
actually network with them

• GREAT LOCATION: 
The San Francisco Marriott Marquis is minutes from 
many popular attractions, including the Moscone 
Center, Yerba Buena Gardens, Union Square 
shopping and AT&T Park, home of the Giants.

Stay ahead of the curve by making plans to attend FOCiS
2018. With an innovative lineup of topics and presenters,
the FOCiS 2018 program has something for everyone! See
you in San Francisco! #FOCiS  n



ISN-TTS SISTER TRANSPLANT CENTERS PROGRAM 

This year, a total of 13 center pairs were supported by
the partnership between The Transplantation Society
(TTS) and the International Society of Nephrology (ISN)

in their efforts to develop transplantation services in regions
like Nepal, Myanmar, India, Guatemala, Palestine, Philippines,
Colombia and Armenia.

We welcome and congratulate our new freshman applicants
Tanzania-UK and Vietnam-Australia to the program. The ISN-
TTS Sister Transplant Centers Program is proud to help create
successful and sustained collaborations between centers that
continue for many years. The Malaysia-Australia and the India-
Italy sister centers cooperation are good examples of lasting
commitments to bring transplantation services to regions in
need of professional support. To find out more about the ISN-
TTS Sister Transplant Centers Program, please visit
www.tts.org/affiliations/initiatives/isn-tts-sister-transplant-
center-program.

At the end of 2018, two centers will have
successfully completed the ISN-TTS Sister
Transplant Centers Program and will
graduate after six years. The
Guatemala-US and Palestine-UK
sister pairs have demonstrated
that continuous joined efforts
result in fantastic examples of
what can be achieved through
professional and human
collaborations across the
globe. Congratulations to our
two-level A graduates.

At the upcoming TTS 2018
Congress in Madrid, a
showcase of the ISN-TTS
Sister Transplant Centers
Program will be available at
the TTS booth. Delegates
can visit the interactive
presentations of the
ISN-TTS Sister Transplant
Centers Program and some
of the participating sister
centers will share their
experience on site. For all
Congress information and
detailed program, please visit
www.tts2018.org.  n

the results
are out!
the 2018 ISN-TTS
Sister Transplant
Centers Program

Congratulations to our

recent program graduates

Guatemala-US and
Palestine-UK!
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE

building leaders,
developing healthy lifestyles,

and working closely with
allied health professionals  

The Education Committee (EC) had many activities
in 2017 and is continuing to expand its
programming throughout 2018 via popular

webinar series and in-depth pre-congress workshops
taking place during the TTS 2018 Congress in Madrid.

The “Trainee Tracks” Webinar Series wrapped up in
February and the “Trends and Challenges in Liver
Transplantation” Webinar Series is currently underway.
Also the Leadership Series, supported by Sanofi, was
launched in 2017. This series is designed to encompass
necessary topics to assure success within key business
practices used by medical professionals today, such as:
leadership competencies, systems thinking, leading
innovations, organizational transformation, organization
skills, communication and negotiation, business planning
and quantitative health sciences for leaders. Each of the
topics is covered over eight months of webinar sessions,
designated in four individual Working Groups, and
coached by a senior member of TTS. Each participant has
submitted a project on which they will work for the eight-
month period. You can learn more about the Leadership
Series during the TTS 2018 Congress in Madrid during a
Lunch & Learn Session on July 2nd.

The EC is also working with the World Transplant Games
Federation (WTGF) to develop healthy lifestyle care
modules for post-transplant patients. A great program has
been developed for the TTS-WTGF Pre-Congress
Workshop entitled “Optimizing Recovery after Solid
Organ Transplant – The Role of Physical Activity, Exercise
and Sport.”

Additionally, the EC has teamed up with the International
Transplant Nurses Society (ITNS) for another Pre-Congress
Workshop, “Transplantation Nursing 101.” This one-day
symposium is designed for nurses, transplant coordinators
and members of the Allied Health Groups.

The EC always welcomes proposals for new educational
programming. Kindly email committees@tts.org if you
have any questions. n

expanded
programming

Webinar Series on Liver
TRENDS AND CHALLENGES IN LIVER TRANSPLANTATION

UDEME D. EKONG, LAURA J. WOZNIAK, and
JACQUELINE O'LEARY

Antibody Mediated Rejection in Liver Transplantation
Part I - Role of DSA's and Treatment Options

CARLOS O. ESQUIVEL and SIMON P. HORSLEN

Challenging Problems in Pediatric Liver
Transplantation: Long Term Allograft Attrition

RECORDINGS ONLINE NOW!

World Transplant
Games Federation

pre-CoNgreSS

WorkShopS
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TRANSPLANTATION SCIENCE COMMITTEE

a busy and
memorable

agenda
a new international fellowship,

two exciting transplant
science meetings and the

2017 Transplantation Awards 

NEW! The Kathryn Wood
Transplant Science International Fellowship

We are pleased to present a new Transplant Science
Committee initiative: the Kathryn Wood Transplant Science
International Fellowship. This special award, named in
recognition of Professor Wood’s contributions to the science
of transplantation immunology, includes $10,000 USD and a
special award plaque. This award will be given every two years
and coincide with the annual TTS Congress.

The objective of the award is to provide support for a
transplant science trainee, either basic or translational, in the
development of their area of research and aid cross
fertilization of ideas and networking within the transplant
science community. The award will equally support female
and male trainees in both clinical and basic transplant
research, and reflect the regional scope of the TTS mission to
be a global community. Both the Fellow and recipient
laboratory leader must be TTS members. The intention is not
to fund a research project or provide support for already
established collaborations, but to facilitate new interactions
and training opportunities by providing financial support
towards airfares, visas and accommodation. The duration of a
Fellowship is expected to be approximately 3 months.

The ESOT Basic Science Meeting

This year the TTS Transplant Science Committee is 
co-sponsoring the ESOT Basic Science Meeting in Rotterdam,
Netherlands in the Fall of 2018. This will be a very interesting
meeting covering hot topics in transplantation science,
including genome editing, ischemia-reperfusion injury, stem
cell therapies, and gender differences in transplantation. 

Transplantation Science Symposium
Asian Regional Meeting 

Later this year we look forward to the TSS Asian Regional
Meeting to be held in Taipei Taiwan (November 23rd to 25th
2018). This exciting meeting, co-hosted by the
Transplantation Society of Taiwan and TTS, is held every two
years and represents a great opportunity for people in the
region to hear and understand the results of the latest basic
transplant research as well as network with international
colleagues. More information can be found on the website
www.tss2018taiwan.org with further updates as the meeting
draws closer.

TTS Madrid 2018

We look forward to the upcoming TTS Congress in Madrid,
at which excellent educational programmes have been
planned during the Post-Graduate Courses and the virtual
Global Transplantation Laboratory Pre-Congress Workshop.
Sign up today!

poST-gradUaTe

CoUrSeS



Transplantation
International Liver Transplantation Society

Official Journal of
The Transplantation Society &

2017 Transplantation Awards:

Nomination Deadline
MAY 1, 2018

SUBMIT YOUR NOMINATIONS TODAY!
LESLIE BRENT AWARD AND ANTHONY P. MONACO AWARD

All manuscripts published in 2017 are eligible for consideration.

Visit www.tts.org/journal to submit your nomination.
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The Brent and Monaco Awards

Once again, the deadline is fast approaching for
nominations for Leslie Brent Award and the Anthony
P. Monaco Award. Named after two pioneering
giants of the transplantation field, one award is
made to the best basic science paper (Brent Award)
and one award is made to the best translational
science paper (Monaco Award) published in the TTS
journal Transplantation. The selection committee
includes editors of Transplantation in addition to
members and Chairs of the Transplantation Science
Committee. These are highly competitive awards
and will be presented to the successful awardees at
the 2018 TTS Congress in Madrid.  n

2016 AWARD WINNERS

The Leslie Brent Award

High-Fat Diet-Induced Obesity Enhances
Allograft Rejection

Luciana L. Molinero, et al
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, USA
Transplantation. 2016 May; 100(5): 1015–1021.

The Anothony P. Monaco Award

Sirolimus Use in Liver Transplant
Recipients With Hepatocellular
Carcinoma: A Randomized, Multicenter,
Open-Label Phase 3 Trial

Edward K. Geissler, et al
Universität Regensburg, Germany
Transplantation:  2016 January; 100(1): 116–125. 

We congratulate all authors on their achievements.
Both manuscripts are freely available at
TransplantJournal.com

TRANSPLANTATION SCIENCE COMMITTEE
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201822 International

Transplantation Science

Mentee-Mentor awards

will be co-sponsored by

TTS and other

international societies
recognizing the efforts of

scientists who have advanced our
understanding of transplantation

science and fostered the
development of the

young investigators who will be
the future leaders  in our field.

 •  FOUNDED  1964  •
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TSANZ
The Transplantation Society of
Australia and New Zealand

In addition to sponsoring 5 awards,
TTS will be co-sponsoring the

following awards:

TRANSPLANTATION SCIENCE COMMITTEE

Canadian Society of Transplantation 4

Indian Society of Organ Transplantation 5

Japan Society for Transplantation 1

Nederlandse Transplantatie Vereniging 1

Sociedad Española de Trasplante 3

Turkish Transplantation Society 1

Transplantation Society of Australia

and New Zealand 2
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Transplantation Direct is an early success story that
promises to fill a niche in the transplantation publication
arena. Its close affiliation with The Transplantation Society
and the most cited transplantation journal,
Transplantation, contributes to its reliability and
credibility. Indeed, our internationally known Editorial
Board has worked very hard to establish the fundamentals
necessary for building a respectable new journal in a
competitive field. Importantly, Transplantation Direct
offers an efficient review process, averaging a first
decision in just over 2 weeks after submission (16.4 days).
Manuscripts undergo a thorough selection process before
being sent for review in Transplantation Direct, ensuring
an uncompromised level of quality. Recognition of this
quality is steadily bringing more submissions each year,
with global submissions  from 19 countries in 2017,
resulting in an upward trend in the number of published
articles (averaging 8 per month in 2017). Staying with the
times to maximize article exposure, the journal’s Twitter
@TXPDirect has a growing presence.

Besides standard article types, Transplantation Direct also
offers other article formats for new methodologies and
registry/society meeting reports, as well as encouraging
brief, preliminary reports of especially interesting early
experimental or clinical results; the latter article type,
together with the fast review and publication time, allows
rapid reporting of important early results with the addition
of completely open access availability. Steady development
over the 3 years since its launch brought an early positive
assessment from indexing authorities in August 2016,
resulting in all articles available and fully searchable on
PubMed Central (indexed on PubMed). Transplantation
Direct is also indexed in the Directory of Open Access
Journals, which is your assurance that the journal has been
deemed a legitimate open access journal. n

It’s fast and
on the move!

Consider submitting a manuscript
to Transplantation Direct, and
take advantage of the unique

features this journal has to offer!

It’s fast and
on the move!

SUBMIT
YOUR

ARTICLE
TODAY!

SUBMIT
YOUR

ARTICLE
TODAY!
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10-Year
Anniversary!

a valuable source of
ethical guidance

To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the
Declaration of Istanbul, the DICG is holding a one
day workshop as part of the Pre-Congress

program at the International Congress of The
Transplantation Society. The workshop will take place on
July 1, in Madrid. It will comprise a half-day morning
program addressing common ethical and clinical
dilemmas in the management of organ donation and
transplantation cases that may involve organ trafficking,
and a half-day afternoon program exploring the DoI
(2018 Edition) and the results of the public consultation. 

To mark this special event a working group has prepared
an update of the Declaration. The revisions made in this
2018 Edition are intended to ensure that the DoI
remains a valuable source of ethical guidance for health
professionals and policy makers for the next decade in
the face of persisting and emerging challenges in organ
trafficking and transplant tourism around the world. We
are now seeking feedback on the draft 2018 Edition
from all our DICG members, members of organisations
that have endorsed the DoI, and members of the
broader transplant community. Participation involves
completion of an online survey in which you will be
asked to review the draft DoI (2018 Edition) and
comment. The survey will be open until April 20, 2018.
For more information, and to participate in the survey,
please visit:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/DoI_2018_Edition.      

The workshop will feature several DICG members as
speakers, and we hope to see many more transplant
professionals among the workshop participants. To view
the program and register for the workshop, go to
tts2018.org/program/pre-congress-workshops.  n

DECLARATION OF ISTANBUL CUSTODIAN GROUP

pre-CoNgreSS

WorkShopS
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pillars of
strategy

specific goals focused on
inspiration and awareness

Women in Transplantation (WIT) has been very
active this past year. During the WIT retreat in
May, 2017, WIT decided to split its focus

between two strategic Pillars which have specific goals.
The first pillar, Advancing and Inspiring Women
Transplant Professionals, aims to ensure equity in
transplantation professional society leadership, promote
more women speakers in international and national
meetings, more monetary grants/awards going to
women transplantation professionals, and lastly more
women in the profession, connected to and supporting
each other.

The second Pillar is Championing Issues of Sex and
Gender in Transplantation. This Pillar aims to gain more
money (sustainable funding) going to projects (data
collection, research, education, etc.) to address issues
of sex and gender in transplantation, designated
sessions on issues of sex and gender at all major
national and international transplant meetings, double
the percentage of female organ transplant recipients
(especially in countries with disparities), and lastly
decrease disparities in the number of male and female
living donors worldwide.

With the support of Novartis, WIT hosted a networking
dinner in Los Angeles on January 25th during which
attendees had the privilege of hearing Dr. Deborah
Clegg of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center speak about the
importance of acknowledging the role of sex in
medicine. WIT is planning to host more local events
featuring thought-provoking speakers. 

WIT is having a full day Pre-Congress Workshop on
Saturday, June 30th at TTS 2018 in Madrid. WIT is also
well represented in the TTS 2018 Congress program.
There is a WIT track Morning Symposia entitled, “Sex
and Gender Research in Transplantation-Where Are We
Now?” on July 2nd as well as a WIT State-Of-The-Art
Session entitled “Why Does Sex Matter in
Transplantation?” on July 3rd.  n

WOMEN IN TRANSPLANTATION 

pre-CoNgreSS

WorkShopS

Dr. Deborah Clegg
Professor of Internal Medicine
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

In addition to speaking
during the WIT TTS 2018
Pre-Congress Workshop,
Dr. Clegg will also be
leading a Lunch & Learn
Session, Monday July 2nd,
on the importance of
including sex as a biological
variable in research. 

Limited space available,
register today!

lUNCh & learN

SeSSioNS
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TRANSPLANT INFECTIOUS DISEASE

The TID 2018 Pre-Congress
Workshop will be held immediately
prior to the TTS 2018 Congress in
Madrid on Sunday July 1st!

The Workshop is aimed primarily at transplant
clinicians with an interest in infections and is intended
to promote research and education in the prevention,
diagnosis, and management of the infectious disease
problems of the transplant recipient. The Organ
Vigilance session will also be of great interest to
regulators and organ procurement professionals.

This year’s full-day program will have some exciting
new features, including didactic lectures, Pro & Con
sessions, and discussion of challenging clinical cases
by 18 physician experts from various continents. In
addition to updates on common infectious
complications, the Workshop will have sessions
focused on donor-derived infection and organ
vigilance around the world, controversies in
transplant infectious diseases, a review of the top
papers in TID, among others. There will also be
included a discussion of challenging clinical cases to
ensure an educational, entertaining, and fun TID
2018 Pre-Congress Workshop.

Please join us for an excellent opportunity to meet
colleagues from all over the world, increase your
network of TID friends, and interact with respected
TID specialists. TID officers and councilors are
looking forward to welcoming all to a wonderful
conference in Madrid! n

pre-CoNgreSS

WorkShopS

pre-CoNgreSS

WorkShopS

Session Topics:
• Donor-Derived Infections and 

Organ Vigilance Around the World

• Transplant ID – Lessons Learned
from Current Literature

• Controversies in Transplant Infectious 
Diseases: The Expert Showdown

• Addressing the Threat of
Infections Post-Transplant

• Cows and Zebras: Challenging
Cases in Transplantation
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